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Regional Divisions of the Himalayas

= The Punjab Himalayas
= The Kumaon Himalayas
= The Nepal Himalayas

= The Assam Himalayas
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= Due to geological complexities and geomorphological diversities,
division of India into physiographic regions is a difficult task.

= The views expressed by geographers in this regard some scholars
follow the triple tectonic division viz (i) the Himalayan Mountains (ii)
the Indo-Gangetic Plains and (iii) the Indian Peninsula.

= Thus, to be more readlistic and for the sake of convenience, it is
preferred to divide India into following five physiographic divisions:

1.The Himalayan Mountains
2.The Great Plain of North India
3.The Peninsular Plateau

4.The Coastal Plains

5.The Islands
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Sir Sidney Burrard divided the enfire length of the
Himalayas intfo the following four divisions on the basis

of the river valleys :

1.The Punjab Himalayas
2.The Kumaon Himalayas
3.The Nepal Himalayas

4.The Assam Himalayas
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Classification of Himalayas on the basis of

Geographic Location

= Punjab / Kashmir / Himachal Himalayas : Between
the Indus and Sutle;

= Kumaon Himalayas : Between Sutlej and Kali rivers
= Nepal Himalayas : Between Kali and Tista rivers

= Assam Himalayas : Between Tista and Dihang rivers



The Punjab Himalayas

= Between the Indus and the Satluj rivers (560 km long).

= All the major rivers of Indus river system flow through Punjab
Himalayas.

= A large portion of Punjab Himalayas is in Jammu and Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh. Hence they are also called the Kashmir and
Himachal Himalaya.

= Karakoram, Ladakh, Pir Panjal, Zaskar and Dhaula Dhar are the
major ranges in this section.
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The Kumaon Himalayas

Between the Satluj and the Kali rivers is the 320 Km long Kumaon Himalayas.

Its western part is called Garhwal Himalayas while the eastern part is known as
Kumaon Himalayas proper.

The Nanda Devi, Kamet, Trisul, Badrinath, Kedarnath are some important peaks.

The Nepal Himalayas

This section of the Himalayas stretches for a distance of 800 Km between the Kali
and the Tista rivers.

Most of it lies in Nepal as a result of which it is called the Nepal Himalayas.

This is the tallest section of the Himalayas and is crowned by several peaks of
perpetual snow.

The Mount Everest is the tallest peak of the world. The other major peaks are
Kanchanjunga, Makalu, Dhaula Giri, Annapurna etc.



The Assam Himalayas

= This part of the Himalayas lies between the Tista river in the west and the
Brahmapuitra river in the east and stretches for a distance of about 720 km.

= Also known as the Assam Himalayas, the Eastern Himalayas occupy mainly
the areas of Arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan.

= The Assam Himalayas show a marked dominance of fluvial erosion due to
heavy rainfall.

= The Himalayas take a sudden southward turn after the Dihang gorge and
the hill ranges running in more or less north-south direction along India’s
border with Myanmar are collectively known as the Purvanchal.
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